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How I Got Involved
üI was nominated by my teachers in grade 10 to attend the 3-day Western Ontario 
seminar at RidgetownCollege .

üThese three days inspired me and I loved the HOBY program so I stayed involved.

üI went to the reunions and helped out at other seminars.

üI was then told about the opportunity for me to attend the WLC and I did not hesitate 
to apply to be one of the representatives from Canada at the Congress.

üI was accepted and began to raise funds to cover the cost
to attend the WLC which included a $1500 registration fee
and $600 flight.

üWith the support from my community, family and friends
off to Washington I went, not knowing what to expect.



``Ambassadors``
ü375 Ambassadors attended the Conference

ü19 represented Canada

ü48 of the 50 States were represented

üAs well, ambassadors represented: China, Germany, 
Guatemala, Hong Kong, Iraq, South Korea, Mexico, 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, and Taiwan.

ǜ `Take full advantage of this opportunity because it is 
highly unlikely you will ever experience this again, 
being in the same room with 375 people from around 
the world``



A WLC Day.Wake up call at 6am
Breakfast by 7am

We received 3 bright coloured shirts to be worn on specific days to distinguish 
volunteers, staff, and ambassadors.

Each day had a specific theme to it and the speakers and activities revolved around 
the theme of the day.

Each day you met more ambassadors because it was set up so that your roommates 
were never in you group and people in your group were never in you activity groups.

Chorus Practice
-The Impossible Dream
-Seasons of Love
-We are the World

Group Time

Lights out by 11pm



Day 1- Arrival Day
KoolAid Game:
-Symbolized the global market. Each group had to strategize on what ingredient  
was important and when to buy and sell in order to make the most money.

Greg SiersΥ ά²ŀǎ L DƻƻŘ ¢ƻŘŀȅέ
- Live Production, Discovery Communications
- Success is what YOU make it.  



Day 2-Leadership Essentials/ Picture 

DayAll 375 ambassadors and the volunteers travelled to the Lincoln Memorial for an official 
group picture as well as State and Country pictures. 

After pictures, we had an hour of free time to see the WW1 Memorial, Washington 
Monument, The Reflection Pond,  Korean War Memorial  and socialize with others.

Don Tocco:
-D.L Toccoand Associates, Inc. Motivational Speaker
- Constructing Your Own Leadership Formula
- 5 steps to success

TjaiNielson:
-Assistant Professor of Management, The George Washington University, School of Business
- Leadership 101: Defining Effective Leadership & Methods for Developing Leadership Skills 
- Level- 5 Leadership

Those who:
-Make it happen
-Watch it happen
-Ask what happened

Who will you be?



Day 3- A World in Review
World Bank: 
-Working for a World Free of Poverty

Ice Cream Game:
-Simulates the global community
-Build a community with the supplies you had

Student International Panel:
-Q & A with student representatives from each international country

Student International Presentation
- Skit about each countries history, unique culture, stereotypes etc.

Developed 
Country

Developing 
Country

Third World
Country



Day 4- Environmental Sciences
Amazing Race:
-Race around the city of Washington with your group to see the city and ride the 
metro. 
-Lunch at the Smithsonian 

E- Waste Disposal:
-A Global Environmental Concern with major health implications- The Race to find 
Solutions
- PBS/ Frontline Documentary
-Debate and break out groups to find a solution

Family Time:
- History of HOBY and how it got its start



Day 5- A Call to Service

A Call to Serve: The Diverse Roads to Public Service
-Bridger McGaw: Assistant Secretary for the Private Sector (Acting), Office of Policy/ 
Officer of Private Sector, Department of Homeland Security.

Community Service Projects: 
-IƻǊǘƻƴΩǎ YƛŘǎ
- Nursing Home
-Local Library

Ambassadors Talent Show:
- From piano players, and dancers to impressionist and rapper



Day 6- Business Challenge For Social 

Responsibility, Closing Ceremony
Mindy Meads:
-President and Chief Merchandising Officer, Aeropostale, Inc. and associates :
-Business Entrepreneurship: Global Micro-lending Challenge for Social Responsibility

Closing Ceremony:
-Formal dress ceremony, Dinner and Dance
-The Founder-IǳƎƘ hΩ.Ǌƛŀƴ ǎǇƻƪŜΦ

Ambassadors said their goodbyes 



What Do I Take From This?
This is a very hard question. We were told it may take days to years for the answer to hit 
us. 

First, I have made lifelong friends from all over the States and the World who all share 
similar passions like me and want to make a difference, and will always be there to help me 
out. 

Secondly, I have now been exposed to the global community and am aware of different 
views from various parts of the world. I heard stories of issues, cultures, lifestyles and 
different ideas on global problems all from teenagers from many different countries.

Third, I realized, as a Canadian, how lucky we really are and how much the world idolizes 
us. We may take living in Canada for granted until you discover how the world lives 
compared to you.

And finally, I am motivated to make a difference and get
involved to better my community and world.
-Athletic Council
-Student Parliament
-Me to We Committee
-Habitat for Humanity volunteer



World Leadership Congress 

2009Thank You
For Supporting Me 

and giving me this unforgettable once in a lifetime opportunity 
ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²[/ ΩлфΦ

One which I will never forget.


