










































































































By Bob Reid 

Ontario Farmer 

Beachville – There is a perpetually large pile of garbage in Toronto. There is a huge hole 

in the ground in rural Oxford County. 

From a purely physical perspective, it is not hard to see how the simple connection 

between the two was first made four years ago. However that is the only part of the 

connection that has remained simple in the interim.  

The hole – represented by the Carmeuse  Lime quarry near Beachville – is owned by a 

Baron living in Belgium. An Environmental Assessment Plan in the coming years under 

the watchful eye of the Ministry of Environment (MOE) will determine if ever the twain 

shall meet. 

The garbage or waste – the terms are interchangeable, much like dump or  landfill,  

depending on who is addressing the topic - is generated  by citizens, businesses and 

industries in Toronto who believe that ownership and responsibility for its disposal is 

passed on to the city once it leaves their property or residence. 

Attempting to make the connection between the transient garbage and the stationary hole 

in the ground is a private company – Walker Industries, based in the Niagara Region – 

projected  to deliver 100 truck loads of garbage daily. 

It’s a connection that will never come to pass if a citizens’ group formed to oppose the 

proposed dump is successful. 

The Oxford People Against the Landfill (OPAL) formed shortly after it became known 

that Walker Industries had approached the municipality in 2012 about using Carmeuse 

Lime, an active quarry, to develop a landfill.  

To date 61,000 letters opposing the development have been sent to Minister of 

Environment Glen Murray. 

The disconnect between the citizenry of Toronto and rural Ontario is at least part of the 

problem, said Bryan Smith, chair of the OPAL board. 

It is a lament somewhat familiar as of late in Ontario farm community related to 

agriculture policy.  

A person living on the upper levels of a high rise apartment building in Toronto does not 

have the direct connection to the soil and water resources affected by the leaching of 

toxic waste, impacting rural residents, said Smith. 

“When they throw garbage down the chute in the building they think it disappears to 

somewhere. That somewhere is here,” said Smith. 

The process for establishing a landfill site is currently following guidelines established in 

a recently approved Terms of Reference (ToR) by the MOE.  An earlier attempt to 

receive an approval for a ToR was returned to Walker Industries for further revisions.  

“We would have liked a full-scale rejection of the ToR work plan,” said Smith in a recent 

press release from OPAL.  

An approval of a ToR does not constitute an approval of a landfill site. It is simply part of 

the process required under the Environmental Assessment Act to establish a landfill. 

Smith believes the proposal should be turned down based on potential damage to local 

water resources alone. The dump is in the water basin of  the Thames River and close to 

the ground water well supplying the town of Ingersoll. 

“The sides of the quarry spurt water,” said Smith adding that water eventually goes into 

an underground aquifer.  



OPAL has hired an hydrogeologist, Wilf Ruland, to examine potential contamination to 

the ground water system created by the landfill. He did investigative work on the 

infamous Walkerton well water contamination. 

Two lawyers are working on a pro bono basis for OPAL in preparation for the long legal 

battle its members fear is sure to come. 

While it is the “grey hairs” who can contribute the tremendous amount of time necessary  

to  mount a credible opposition, it was the “20 somethings” that initiated formation of 

OPAL, said Smith, 63, a retired teacher. 

A small group of young people concerned about the landfill proposal approached the 

Oxford Coalition for Social Justice, of which Smith is a member. 

“They didn’t know what to do to oppose the dump and were looking for help,” recalled 

Smith. 

If there is no water there is no justice so it seemed the right thing for members of the 

justice coalition to form OPAL, which has grown to 200 members, said Smith. 

A similar proposal to transport Toronto garbage to an abandoned open pit mine was made 

in the late 1990s At that time the Adams Mine in Kirkland Lake in Northern Ontario was 

the proposed site with garbage to be transported north by rail. 

Similar concerns about contamination of nearby lakes and groundwater were raised and 

the proposal for use of the abandoned iron ore open pit mine was eventually rejected by 

2003. 

One of the people opposing that landfill, John Vanthof, a former Temiskaming 

Federation of Agriculture president and now an MPP, spoke to a meeting in Embro 

organized by OPAL in 2013. 

He is the nephew of Oxford riding  MPP Ernie Hardeman, who has raised concerns at 

Queens Park about potential contamination of water supply should the proposed landfill 

at Beachville eventually be approved.  

Twelve thousand letters have been received at Hardman’s office from those opposing the 

landfill. 

Smith refers to the closed  Richmond Lanfill in eastern Ontario near Napanee which 

leaked contaminants from the site on to adjoining property, as identified by the MOE. 

The 50-plus-year-old landfill was located in a  fractured limestone rock formation, 

similar to the one now being considered near Beachville. 

While rural Ontario has taken great strides through recycling programs to reduce the 

amount of garbage going to landfill sites, Toronto had done little in that area, suggested 

Smith.  

“We are not a NIMBY group,” said Smith referring to the common acronym of “not in 

my back yard” often associated with civilian protest groups. Possible contamination of 

local ground water is the basis for  OPAL’s existence. 

If the province’s goal is to have zero garbage  as currently proposed under its Waste Free 

Ontario Act legislation before cabinet, why is there a need to be developing more dump 

sites, questioned Smith. 

In the mean time his concerns revolve around the amount of garbage that may eventually 

be delivered to the Beachville site; the  potential for contamination from toxic chemicals 

should they be included in the garbage and who would monitor that situation..  

“It is just an inappropriate way of dealing with garbage,” he added. 
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In appreciation of our dedicated volunteers, the 
Township of Zorra is hosting a 

Volunteer & Senior Appreciation 
Breakfast on 

October 20, 2017

Thank You
t o  o u r  v o l u n t e e r s  &  S E N I O R S

SOUTHWESTERN LANDFILL PROPOSAL UPDATE
The Technical Work Plans are an essential part of the Environmental Assessment process.  They provide a guide 
for the technical studies carried out by experts in the fi eld.  These Work Plans have not been fi nalized and were 
reviewed at a public meeting on April 19, 2017.  Copies of the work plans may be viewed at www.walkerea.com.  
With completion of the Work Plans, Technical Studies in the following disciplines have now commenced.
 

 
With the process entering the study phase, there will not be a great deal of public activity over the next year.  
The Community Liaison Committee will still be meeting with Walker Environmental Group, but meetings will 
not be held at the same frequency as in the past.  The Joint Municipal Coordinating Committee will still be 
monitoring the process and will be report back to the Councils of Zorra, Ingersoll, South-West Oxford and 
Oxford County as required.  

Drop in between 8:00-10:00am at the 
Embro Zorra Community Centre

The Township would like to recognize, celebrate 
and thank Zorra's many volunteers and seniors that 

we are so lucky to have in our community.  One 
generous act can have a large impact on an entire 

community.  Zorra volunteers and seniors strengthen 
our Community and improve quality of life.

If you're a volunteer or senior  in Zorra Township, 
we invite you to our event.

Please RSVP by September 14 to Lisa Teeple at 
lteeple@zorra.on.ca or 519-485-2490 ext. 221

DINE IN or TAKE OUT!

· Agriculture
· Archaeology
· Ecology
· Groundwater and Surface Water

· Noise and Vibration
· Traffi c
· Cumulative Effects· Air Quality
· Cultural Heritage

· Economic
· Human Health Risk Assessment
· Social
· Visual Impact

 
PROJECT TIMELINE 
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10/9/2019 Walker Environmental Encourages Communication at Recent Open House - 104.7 Heart FM

www.heartfm.ca/news/local-news/walker-environmental-encourages-communication-at-recent-open-house/ 3/8

Walker Environmental addressed the public
at a three day open house this week.

INGERSOLL - About 11 people attended a
recent open house at the Walker Environmental
office in Ingersoll.

The three day event invited members of the
public to stop by, ask questions, voice concerns
and learn more about the environmental
assessment and proposed landfill.

Project Director Darren Fry stresses the
importance of open communication.

"It's important to have conversations to
understand folks specific concerns, respond to
them and demonstrate the requirements that
modern landfills must meet in modern Ontario."

Fry says they want to help keep the public in the
loop, now that the field work is about to begin in
their assessment.

"There will be experts out in the community doing
things like observing wildlife, counting traffic and
monitoring water. We just wanted to let folks
know that these activities were occurring and if
they had any specific questions they would have
the opportunity to speak to us."

If you missed the open house Fry says you are
welcome to stop by there office on Carnegie
Street during their week. You can also visit their
website.

Share
Share on Facebook

  

http://www.walkerea.com/en/index.asp
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartfm.ca%2Fnews%2Flocal-news%2Fwalker-environmental-encourages-communication-at-recent-open-house%2F
https://ads.aiir.net/click?s=122&uid=5c758f9230672
https://ads.aiir.net/click?s=122&uid=535f76a6ea656
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waste-crisis.html 
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OPINION  

Ontario must face up to 
its looming waste crisis 
By Rocco RossiOpinion 

Thu., March 14, 2019timer3 min. read 

Ontario is quickly approaching a garbage crisis. With municipal elections well behind 

us, now is the time to talk about solutions for managing our province’s waste. 

Ontario’s waste problem is something many people assume we solved years ago by using 

Blue Boxes, green bins and stopping GTA garbage from going to the United States. 

Except we did not. 

Ontario still sends millions of tonnes of waste to the United States each year, yet, given 

the current amount we generate, our province will run out of landfill space toward the 

end of the next decade. 

https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2019/03/14/ontario-must-face-up-to-its-looming-waste-crisis.html
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2019/03/14/ontario-must-face-up-to-its-looming-waste-crisis.html
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors.html


According to the latest research, using government and industry data, Ontario landfills 

took in nearly 8 million tonnes of waste in 2017. 

Another 3.5 million tonnes gets exported to the U.S. each year — that’s more than 

100,000 tractor trailers rolling down the 401 every year. 

But it takes 10 years or more to successfully develop a new landfill. The math is 

inescapable: Ontario needs to move faster on its waste problem to keep it from 

becoming a crisis. 

Part of the problem is that Ontarians appear to be labouring under some popular 

misconceptions. One is that our ability to manage waste is under control thanks to the 

Blue Box. 

It’s not. Ontarians should be proud that Blue Boxes, now used around the world, were 

invented in this province. But as the former Environmental Commissioner noted, the 

Blue Box program diverts less than 8 per cent of Ontario’s total waste. 

The recycling and reuse of materials are not as significant a factor as we think they are: 

in Ontario, the volume of waste we generate is increasing while the amount we divert 

away from landfill is staying the same. 

Ontarians should also recognize where we generate this waste. Only a third of it comes 

from home — another third is generated at work and the final third is generated when 

we’re out and about, at sports events, in restaurants, and other public places. 

Waste we generate at home is collected by municipalities, either by their own employees 

or under contract with private firms. The rest of the garbage we produce, over 60 per 

cent, is industrial and commercial waste generated by Ontarians while at work and at 

play. This waste is currently managed efficiently and economically by the private sector. 

So while we find new ways to improve recycling and waste diversion, we are also going 

to need more safe, well-managed landfill sites. Landfills are not glamourous, to put it 

mildly, but safe, reliable and affordable waste disposal is critical infrastructure that’s 



needed to keep communities healthy, the environment clean, and Ontario’s businesses 

competitive. 

The landfills that now exist in Ontario will run out of capacity within 14 years or less. As 

existing landfills fill up, there are fewer and fewer landfills to manage Ontario’s waste 

and keep its businesses running. 

Both Michigan and New York State still receive regular shipments of Ontario trash every 

day. But can we really rely on this? State governments could easily decide they don’t 

want our waste anymore. That would move Ontario from waste challenge into waste 

crisis. 

This uncertainty means we need to build new landfills, which require years of planning 

and regulatory approval. Instead of asking governments already making necessary 

investments in health care, education and infrastructure to shoulder this burden, waste 

management is something the private sector can handle. 

The province’s large firms have a good track record and are ready to invest in Ontario 

with innovative and environmentally friendly approaches to landfills and waste 

diversion. 

The key to avoiding a garbage crisis in Ontario is to recognize that a problem is looming 

and figure out where the pressure points in the system are and how to ease them. It’s a 

problem that has solutions, but only if we start talking about it and taking the right steps 

today. 

Government and industry must work together to improve our current system, as safe 

and effective waste management is critical in building a stronger Ontario. 

Now, not when it’s too late, is when we should start planning for a crisis we can easily 

avoid. 



Greg Colgan

More from Greg Colgan (https://www.woodstocksentinelreview.com/author/gcolgan) 
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Environmental assessment of 
proposed landfill soon to be released
The draft of the environmental assessment for the proposed landfill in Zorra 
Township is inching closer towards being released.

Walker Environmental document that illustrates the site for the proposed landfill in Zorra Township. Area 

marked in red. (Handout)

The first draft of the environmental assessment for the mega-
dump proposed for Zorra Township is nearly ready, the project 
lead says.

Page 1 of 8Environmental assessment of proposed landfill soon to be released | Woodstock Sentinel ...
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Darren Fry said the draft assessment – needed before owner 
Walker Environmental can move to the next step – should be 
released in June.

“Municipalities are a key stakeholder in the (environmental 
assessment) process,” Fry said. “Their voice is key, and we’re 
committed to addressing concerns. … It’s important to look at it 
through that lens.”

With Zorra council having three new members, township Mayor 
Marcus Ryan said he welcomed the update from Walker. While the 
township has no legal role in the environmental assessment 
process, Ryan said it’s critical to know the timeline.

“The role for the council at this point is to keep abreast of the work 
being done, so we’re as informed as we can be,” he said.

When the assessment is finally released, Ryan said council hopes 
the community provides its feedback before the assessment is 
submitted to the province, likely in the fall.

“You hope for as much knowledge to be absorbed by the public 
and then give knowledgeable input in the process. … You hope as 
many people get engaged and give as much feedback as possible,” 
he said.

The draft assessment looks at 13 different aspects, including 
agriculture, air quality and ecology, while also focusing on the 
cumulative effects as a whole.
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The draft of the environmental assessment for the proposed landfill in Zorra 

Township is inching closer towards being released. The draft assessment will look 

at 13 different aspects such as agriculture, air quality ecology and others while 

also focusing on the cumulative effects as a whole.HANDOUT

After the draft assessment is released, the public has an 
opportunity to give feedback before Walker can make its final 
submission to the Environment Ministry.

Since the initial announcement in 2012,  Fry said Walker has 
looked for ways to communicate with local residents by having an 
office in Ingersoll, holding 35 community liaison committee 
meetings, publishing newsletters and being active on social media.

He added Walker also funded the independent peer-review 
commission by the Joint Municipal Co-ordinating committee 
composed of Zorra, South-West Oxford, Ingersoll and Oxford 
County representatives and a third-party review manager.

“I think what’s most important is listening to what those concerns 
are, be available to talk about the concerns and provide clarity 
what a modern landfill looks like. We’re committed to the 
community and committed to addressing legitimate concerns 
where they arise.”

The proposed landfill has been a hot topic in Oxford, with most 
county residents being decidedly opposed.

Front yards in the region have “stop the dump” signs showing their 
disdain at the idea of the proposed landfill while protests and 
meetings have regularly been held in Ingersoll and Queen’s Park.
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A sign on a property gives the stance of locals for the proposed dump in Ingersoll, 

Ont. on Wednesday March 27, 2019. The community liaison committee met for the 

35th time Wednesday with about 100 people protesting outside Walker 

Environmental’s building. Greg Colgan/Woodstock Sentinel-Review/Postmedia 

Network

Ernie Hardeman, Oxford’s MPP and the Ontario’s current 
agriculture minister, twice introduced a private member’s bill, 
Respecting Municipal Authority Over Landfills Act, before the 
provincial election with the aim of providing local municipalities 
with more authority over landfill sites within their borders. The 
Progressive Conservation government also released its 
environmental plan, Preserving and Protecting our Environment 
for Future Generations, that includes that provision.

“This is a plan that moves forward with giving municipalities a say 
in how landfill sites are chosen across the province,” Hardeman 
said in an email, “and I strongly support this plan.”

Hardeman added municipalities should have a say in the decision-
making process.
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“Landfills should not be forced on communities who have 
legitimate environmental concerns. It should be those on the 
ground – who understand the ins and outs of the community – 
who should be making these location decisions,” he said.

If the landfill is eventually approved by the province, the 
underlying issue of waste in Ontario remains a concern.

Several landfills in the region are nearing capacity, and Michigan 
has become a popular site to truck Ontario waste, with tens of 
thousands of trucks making the trek annually.

Fry said reports have shown landfills in Ontario will reach capacity 
in the next 10 to 14 years, so the proposed landfill provides an 
option that alleviates some of these concerns.

“Landfills are only the solution after we do the three Rs (reduce, 
reuse and recycle),” he said. “We should focus on that, but there 
are residual materials that require disposal.”

Fry noted about 25 to 30 per cent of waste in Oxford goes to 
nearby landfills such as the Ridge Landfill in Blenheim.

He added a landfill in the region would alleviate the number of 
trucks on the road. Walker also estimates about 110 new jobs 
would be created  by the landfill while predicting an economic 
impact of $900 million over the length of the landfill’s life.
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The draft of the environmental assessment for the proposed landfill in Zorra 

Township is inching closer towards being released.HANDOUT

The proposed landfill would see up to 850,000 tonnes of waste a 
year brought into the site – primarily from businesses – and could 
store about 17-million tonnes of non-hazardous commercial and 
industrial waste over the course of 20 years.

When Ontario Premier Doug Ford visited Woodstock on March 21, 
he offered support for municipalities having a voice when 
asked directly about the landfill.

Ford said he agreed municipalities should be able to choose 
whether they wish to have a landfill within their borders.

“We’re strong believers in our government empowering 
municipalities. Who are a bunch of politicians from Queen’s Park 
to tell municipalities how to run their municipalities?” Ford said. 
“It’s up to them. They have an option to opt-in or opt-out. … It’s not 
necessarily up to us to overrule a municipality. That’s the last thing 
I’d do.”

If approved by the province, construction could begin by 2021, 
with a possible opening time of 2022.

“The (Environment) Minister (Rod Phillips) will consider all views 
when making a decision,” Fry said. “It’s the process we have to 
follow, so we’re following that and we take very seriously the 
concerns that are raised and we take them into consideration in 
the environmental assessment process.”

Environmental assessment timeline

• Environmental assessment begins in 2012

• Submit terms of reference to province in 2014

• Terms of reference approved by province in March 2016

• Draft environmental assessment expected to be released by June 2019
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• Final environmental assessment expected to be submitted to province 

by the fall

Southwestern Landfill Proposal

• In Zorra Township, located in Oxford County

• Land’s owned by Carmeuse Lime and former industrial land

• Total capacity would be 17 million cubic metres

• Annual capacity of up to 1.1 million tonnes per year

• Would accept up to 850,000 tonnes of waste per year

• Estimated operational period would be 20 years

Comments

TRENDING IN CANADA
() 
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Westcar: Beachville dump 
could spoil London's Back to 
the River dreams
FREE PRESS VOX POPULI (HTTPS://LFPRESS.COM/AUTHOR/FREEPRESSVOXPOPULI) 

Updated: November 1, 2019 

An aerial view of Carmeuse Lime's Beachville quarry, looking north, near Ingersoll. (File photo) 

Disposing of garbage and hazardous materials 
until the 1970s, when Ontario belatedly set 
standards, was a question of finding a 
convenient hole in the ground or a riverbank, 
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preferably away from prying eyes, and  
dumping waste. Usually a private company 
profited but what happened afterward became 
someone else’s very expensive problem.

So, we ended up with lots of bad stuff where it shouldn’t be and 

where it has serious lingering potential to harm humans, flora and 

fauna. While many people may wrinkle their noses at the smell of a 

local active dump, fret over the garbage truck traffic, worry about 

the dust and flocks of defecating birds, these are the tip of a 

potential lethal, terrestrial iceberg where more than 95 per cent of 

the threat remains largely invisible until too late. Witness Grassy 

Narrows’ leaking rusty drums filled with mercury buried in two 

sites which have produced a chronic health crisis.

It’s only when toxic compounds escape from the dump and pollute 

freshwater or the air, make people sick or damage the local 

environment that an alarm is raised. Then, who pays for the 

cleanup often becomes a titanic struggle between the dump 

operator and the taxpayer. You can guess who loses. It matters not 

that profits from the dump have disappeared into history. In many 

cases, the contamination is so catastrophic that remediation is not 

possible when ecosystems are destroyed. Innocent people suffer. 

Adjacent properties can become worthless.

Provincial legislation for a new dump now requires an 

environmental assessment before being permitted. Ontario also 

mandates a community liaison committee to represent the 

interests of the public and seek answers from the developer on 

their collective concerns. But the community’s search for the truth 

often is frustrated. It takes expertise to search out the real risks in 

dump development and years of dedication. Those who feel 

passionately that profit should not be at the expense of current 

and future generations and the environment battle on.
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The Richmond landfill near Napanee, Ont., originated as a small, 

privately operated local dump in the 1950s. The absence of 

provincial regulation allowed continued expansion of the dump 

under various owners until being purchased by a multinational 

waste management company in 2004. During its life, it received 

hundreds of thousands of tonnes of garbage. Odours and 

increased truck traffic annoyed local people but it wasn’t until 

leachate, the mixture of water and chemicals leaking from the 

dump, were found in local wells and watercourses, that the 

disaster became apparent.

Dumps built properly on a deep clay base with a polymer liner can 

remain benign for years. But those built directly above fractured 

bedrock, with or without a liner, pose extreme risk. This was the 

case at the Richmond landfill. Rain, snow and runoff combined 

with toxic compounds buried in the dump to form the leachate that 

flowed easily through fissures in the limestone under the dump and 

into the area’s ground water. A local river remains poisoned, bereft 

of aquatic and bankside life. Potable water for residents living 

above the stillspreading leachate plume is trucked in at great 

expense. Toxicologist and dump fighter PohGek Forkert 

succinctly lays out the issues in her book Fighting Dirty.

Fractured bedrock was one of the reasons the Adams mine, south 

of Kirkland Lake, Ont., was rejected as a disposal site for Toronto’s 

garbage. The risk to groundwater and consequently local people 

and the environment was considered too great. Much of Toronto’s 

garbage is instead trucked along Highway 401 to the Green Lane 

landfill in Southwold Township, southwest of London.

Rather than prevent or reduce waste, Toronto seeks more garbage 

disposal outside of its own boundaries. Therefore, a new dump is 

under consideration at a local limestone quarry, close to the banks 

of the Thames River, near Beachville, Ont. A planned capacity of 16 

million tonnes during a 20year period could add about 340 heavy 
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truck trips along Highway 401 every day. By any measure, this is a 

monster.

The fact that this proposed dump would sit on fractured bedrock 

should have stopped the permit application in its tracks, but the 

developers insist that lining the huge pit with a polymer membrane 

and installing a leachate treatment plant will make it safe and very 

profitable. Federal government research has revealed that all 

dump liners eventually leak and, in this case, the escaping 

untreated leachate would migrate into the adjacent Thames River.

For downtown London, plans to beautify the banks of the Thames 

River and increase its amenity value will be futile if it eventually 

becomes a lifeless open sewer with leachate from the Beachville 

dump. As Napanee has revealed, there’s just too much risk. 

Londoners need to say “No” to the Beachville dump and to ask 

MPP Jeff Yurek, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and 

Parks to say the same, soon.

Ken Westcar is director of Oxford People Against the Landfill. 

(OPAL)

TRENDING IN CANADA
() 
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A tractor moves garbage at the City of London W12A Landfill Site on Feb 3, 2017. (Postmedia 
Network)

MIKE CHOPOWICK

Aside from taking out the trash and recyclables on garbage day, many of 
us put very little thought into what happens to the waste we create.

We carefully sort our recyclables from the trash and haul everything to 
the curb once a week, then go on with our lives, content that someone 
else is looking after the stuff we don’t want.

The minor headache of getting organized for garbage day pales in 
comparison to a serious threat that could leave residents and business 
owners grappling with garbage piling up in their communities daily.

Despite all our best efforts to recycle and reduce waste, about 70% of 
materials we put into the waste stream end up in landfills. Ontario relies 
on modern, engineered landfills to safely manage waste that isn’t or 
can’t be recycled.

These landfills are quickly running out of space. At current rates, major 
landfills in southern Ontario — the region with the province’s highest 
population and greatest waste management demand — will effectively 
be full within a decade. To safely manage our trash Ontario needs at 
least 10 new landfill sites within that same time period.
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Unfortunately, we don’t have that much time.

It currently takes at least 10 years to go through the approvals process 
required to develop a new landfill, and there are fewer than five new, 
large landfill sites in development.

But without new solutions on how to manage our waste, running out of 
existing landfill space will threaten our environment, economy and the 
health and safety of millions of Ontarians.

Ontario’s current landfills are working at capacity. If any of the big three 
facilities operating in southern Ontario today were forced to close for as 
little as a week, garbage would start to back up in communities across 
the province. There is no place else for it to go.

Despite private sector operators doing a great job at safely caring for 
Ontarian’s waste, our waste management system has become 
increasingly fragile.

RELATED LINKS

Our recycling system is failing and needs a much-needed reboot. 
Consumer participation in recycling programs has plateaued at 30% 
diversion rate, and only one-third of what we carefully sort and place in 
the blue bin actually gets recycled.

The rest, which consumers believe they are recycling, ends up in a 
landfill.

Compounding the problem, we are running out of partners at home and 
internationally who are willing to take our waste and recycling.

China has shut its doors to Canada’s plastic and paper waste for 
recycling. Several other Asian countries, including the Philippines, have 
followed suit.

Malaysia is the latest country to reject trash generated in Canada, 
announcing in July it will send back shipments of plastic to Canada 
which it says cannot be recycled and are landfill quality.

Even closer to home, where Ontario sends approximately 30% of its 
waste to Michigan, decision-makers in Michigan have indicated the state 
would like to reduce the amount of Ontario waste it receives, with the 
prospect of making it prohibitively expensive to ship our garbage there.
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If that were to happen, Ontario would have to find landfills to accept 
more than one-third of our waste – approximately 100,000 semi-truck 
trailer loads that currently travel along Hwy. 401 each year to Michigan.

We need to move quickly to find new solutions and change the way we 
manage waste in Ontario, or we will all pay a steep price.

Unmanaged waste piling up on our streets poses a significant health 
threat. It would also harm our environment and hurt our economy, 
compromising our province’s competitiveness on the global stage.

The solution to effectively managing our waste depends on creating 
innovative ways to recycle and recover resources, like food waste and 
other valuable materials, in the first place, while expanding Ontario’s 
landfill capacity to safely manage residual materials that can’t be 
recycled.

To do that, we need to develop new landfills with the least impact on 
surrounding communities — while maximizing positive impacts like new 
jobs, renewable energy sources and municipal revenues.

We know what Ontario’s waste problem is. Recycling rates are stalled, 
and waste disposal sites are running out of space. New, environmentally 
sound landfills are part of the solution, a solution we need now.

— Chopowick is the director of policy and communications for the 
Ontario Waste Management Association
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